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Thc trade routes concctlvcly called the “5 Ik Roac}” which connected ]:_uroPc and thc Far
E_ast, had existed for many centuries bcforc, but thcy reached a zenith in the carly second

centu ry AD
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At this time, the whole Pathwag was under the control of only four largc powers: Thc
Koman cmPirc, the Farl:l'\ian kingclom, the Kushan emPirc and imPcrial Cl—)ina. Tl'n's
facilitated commercial cxchangc on a level that was achieved again only more than a

millennium later, when a similar territorial unification existed under the Mongol cmPirc.
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On Roman tcrritorg and in the broad border zone between Rome and FParthia, there was a
network of roads and ship routes that connected a number of cities and harbors, such as

Antiochia, Damascus, [Jatra, Carrl-nac, Bcrgtos, Tyros and Falmyra. Tl‘»c diorama shows

an encounter on one of these roads, Pcrha]:s somewhere in the vicinitg of Falmgra.
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The Roman cavalry Patrol is based on Figurcs from Strclcts 099 and Art Miniaturen JS
72AQO74: Tl‘lC draco standard became PoPu|ar among Roman cavalry units in the second

century, so the standard bearer fits niccly into this scenery.
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Thc citg of Falmyra maintained some units, which were counted as part of the imPcrial
Roman army; thcg were aPParcntly militia units who Primarilg served for maintaining the
security on the roads. |n addition, the caravans had their own armed guards; here | used an

archer from HéT 8 144.
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Due to the high costs of land transPortation, onlg valuable items were traded along the 51”<
Road. TyPical cargo, besides si”<, wasjcwcls, mgrrh, frankincense and other resins, sPiccs

and drugs, transPortcd in amphorac as shown. Thc camels are from HéT 8193 and ]taleri
6124, with amPl—\orac from Nikolai ACC o4.
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]n sharP contrast to the situation in the Near [ ast after the sprcad of lslam, in the ancient
orient women had a comParativclg goocl ]cgal Position and financial indcpcndcncc. T hus it
was quitc normal for women to have their own business cntcrpriscs, and | chose to present a

female owner of the caravan (pcrsonncl comes from Cacsar Miniatures HOH- & HOZ}).
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Grave monuments along the roads were tgPical in antiquitg; a whole \/a”cy of the (Graves at
Falmyra can still be visited toc]ay. I:_rccting tower graves is a characteristic near eastern
tradition, as is the integration of sculPtcd human heads into the facades. [However, these

indigcnous elements were Frccly combined with others of Graeco-Roman origin, like the

arches shown here. (Archcs and the bridgc over the wadi are ceramic casts from Kai

Fuhrmann Kr: 95074 & KF 93%0040; the tree is from Grcy Funncl | ine D7 72~OO4~).
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